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Futures Theatre Project Report 
 
Between October and November 2017, Futures Theatre toured London with 
Underwater Love, a play and interactive Forum Theatre workshop. This work 
was kindly supported by the Tottenham Grammar School Foundation. 

Underwater Love (written in-house by our Engagement Director) explored 
sexting, pornography and the sharing of sexual imagery – issues young people face daily. The 
performance ran for 50 minutes and was followed by the 40 
minute forum workshop led by Futures’ highly experienced 
facilitators. Both components functioned to provide an 
opportunity for the audience to respond to, actively engage 
with and challenge the issues presented within the play. 
 
Outputs: 
• 6 week tour reaching 27 Schools 
• Delivered 45 performances 
• Reached an audience of 4,723 in 13 London boroughs 
• Delivered 3 performances to 2 schools in Haringey 
• Reached 315 students in Haringey 
 
Outcomes 
Young people will be equipped with skills to challenge 
abusive behaviour and to deal with the increasing access to 
pornography and sexual imagery 
• 100% found the forum workshop useful 
• “Useful to see situation played out, made you think about 

what you say about people/don't judge” – Student 
• “gives a different perspective on a story and characters, 

could be your peers” – Student 
• “I feel they will now support others in their year and within the school and almost act as ambassadors 

for the students if these matters arise in the future.” - Teacher 
 
Young people will have increased awareness and understanding of the issues around sexting, 
pornography and sharing sexual imagery 
• 78% identified sexting or being pressured to do something sexual by somebody else as a 

problem for them or their friends 
• “helpful to see manipulation and where it is coming from” – Student 
• “'Underwater Love' was a fantastic play that made live theatre accessible for our students. The 

issues raised were relevant and the Forum Theatre style allowed the students to delve deep in to 
the issues surrounding sex and relationships.” – Teacher 

• “'it addresses real issues and concerns our students face, it is an innovative way of opening 
discussions and awareness on these topics” - Teacher 

 
Young people will have developed strategies to build safer relationships to reduce the risk of 
becoming a victim 
• 78% of those questioned said they knew where to go for support 
• “encouraged us to ask questions and think of different predicaments” – Student 
• “A different and innovative way to raise awareness and open up discussions on the topics 

which are affecting young people today.” – Teacher 
• “Students could see and discuss the negative consequences and how easily it was to trust someone. 

The workshop offered alternative narratives and strategies.” - Teacher 
Young people will have developed self-confidence to tackle these pressures 

• 83% of those questioned reported feeling more resilient after watching Underwater Love. 
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• “Helps in life not to judge, beware 
trusting people you don’t know. Trust in 
yourself” – Student 

• “The workshop enabled them to re-write 
the course of the story and identify how 
seemingly small changes could have been 
powerful - and that power was in their 
hands and the choices they made.” - 
Teacher 

 

Young people will have challenged 
attitudes around gender stereotypes - 

• “Good to have characters that represent 
girls and what happens“ – Student 

• “makes you think about what’s wrong, 
how to help your mates, change!” – 
Student 

• “The performance was relevant and entertaining and the students were thoroughly engaged 
throughout. The forum workshop was particularly good as it challenged their thoughts and squashed 
some stereotypes.” – Teacher 

 
Young people will engage and participate in high quality theatre, supporting their growth in 
confidence and interest in theatre as an 
accessible art form. 

• 74% of those questioned go to the 
theatre only once a year or not at all 

• 100% of those questioned enjoyed 
Underwater Love a lot. 

• “Exciting to be involved and able to 
express opinions” Student 

• “creative, entertaining, engaging and 
easier to understand than other stuff” – 
Student 

• “Allows and encourages a new 
dimension in which to work and talk to 
students, which enables a more deep and 
truthful dialogue.” –Teacher 

• “Having a group like Futures Theatre 
come to schools and deliver such a 
polished, carefully considered piece of drama is a privilege…this should be compulsory learning for 
our young people!” - Teacher 

 

Summary 
Throughout the tour we obtained feedback, following each performance and interactive workshop 
we asked teachers to complete a questionnaire and spoke with focus groups of young people. We 
have been overwhelmed by the positive feedback received; it is clear there is still a staggering need 
for this work. We were particularly pleased that our approach to tackling these issues was received 
so well. This is the second year of touring Underwater Love. We are now planning to tour the 
production for the final time in autumn 2018 before we look to develop a new piece of work for 
young people. 

We would like to thank the Tottenham Grammar School Foundation for their support with this 
project, it has been gratefully received by ourselves and our beneficiaries and we look forward to 
sharing news of the next tour with you. 

 
Kind regards, Lizzie Vogler General Manager 
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Administrator, Mrs Rivka Schapira, writes: 
 
In Touch are grateful for the past recognition received from 
the Tottenham Grammar School Foundation. We continue 
to be the only local organisation providing a holistic 

programme of support for families of disabled children. While there are numerous opportunities for 
disabled individuals, the needs of their parents and siblings are often overlooked. 2017 was a 
revolutionary year at In Touch with the employment of an Activities Director and the opening of a 
centralised office. We anticipate that these improvements will enhance the running of the organisation 
and consequently the quality of care received by our user group. Please find attached a report of the Kids 
United activities which took place in last year. 

 

KIDS UNITED 2017 
 

 

Dreamland Amusement Park 
Attended 40 girls aged 11-16. Transport and food 
provided. 
 
The girls’ trip to Dreamland Amusement Park was met 
with much enthusiasm. The girls delighted in the 
company of their Kids United (KUYA) peers and showed 
real team spirit, making new friends to share the 
adventure with. 

Jump Evolution 
Attended by 40 Siblings 11-16. Transport and food provided. 
 

After receiving the ‘jumping socks’ and instructions the children were free to enjoy 2 full hours of 
trampolining. This was a great opportunity for all to ‘reach the sky’; having a great time while learning skills 

and making friends. 
 
The volunteers optimised the coach journey as a 
time to share ‘What KU means to me’. Comments 
were all reflected the fun of the outings as well as 
the opportunities for friendships with others who 
come from homes with the challenge of a 
disabled child. 

Go Karting 
Attended by 41 boys aged 7-15. Transport and full 
lunch provided. 

This activity was suggested by the boys group who 
were overjoyed with the opportunity for Go 

Karting. The event was well attended and a real hit. The adult volunteers facilitated a group discussion in 
the true Kids United spirit and shared personal stories as a warm up. The thrill of this outing was a great 
way for boys to let out the tensions they had been experiencing. 
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Adventure Inside 
Attended by 30 girls aged 5-13. Transport and snacks 
provided. 
 
This trip was selected in accordance with requests to visit 
an indoor play centre. Adventure Inside is a popular soft 
play on 4 levels with a giant slide, aerial gliders, an 
interactive ball zone and much, much more. They also 
have amusement rides making it an ideal destination to 
please a crowd. The children delighted in the company of 
their good friends from Kids United where there are no 
pressures or stigmas, just a true comfort in belonging and 
having a good time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supper, Song and Sharing 
Attended by 38 siblings/ young carers aged 
5-13. 
 

This was a therapeutic workshop based 
around a singing session in a local restaurant 
hired out for the occasion. Led by a group of 
adult siblings, the children were encouraged 
to ask questions, voice concerns and share 
experiences. Good food and music combined 
to create the perfect atmosphere for this 
event. 
 

Unfortunately, due to security threats in 
the City, we felt the need to cancel our 
planned trip to the London Eye. Instead 
the Young Carers were treated to Ice 
Creams in a local eatery with a Balloon 
Modelling activity lead by a professional 
in this field. 
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Event: Family Outing 
Attended by 384 individuals, Transport provided 
 

The Fabulous Family Fun Outings are held bi-annually and are a real treat for In Touch members. It is 
always a memorable trip where the entire family can participate including the disabled child. The trip 
to LEGOLAND was no different with an amazing attendance of 384 members. 
 
The children were 
able to have fun, 
enjoy and let off 
steam on the 
amazing selection of 
rides and activities to 
suit all ages whether 
getting soaked on a 
water ride, receiving 
their very own 
driving license, thrills 
and chills on the 
dragon roller 
coaster. Parents 
were thrilled at the 
opportunity to take 
their special-needs 
child out for the day 
with the rest of the 
family. 

Event: Girls Night 
Out 
Attended by 30 girls aged 
11+ 
 
The teenage girls of Kids 
United were treated to 
dinner in a local 
restaurant. Amid much 
laughter and chatter the 
girls found relief in 
knowing how they are not 
alone in their struggles. 
The quality time and safe 
environment of KU gives 
much needed respite and 
boosts the confidence of 
even the quieter girls to 
open up and have fun. 
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Event: Laugh Out Loud 
Attended by 25 boys aged 8+ 

 
The evening began with an excited group of boys, ready to be blown away. Entertainer Mr Meilech 
Landau kept the boys amazed and enthralled with his tremendous array of tricks, for the eyes and 
mind. The boys got a chance to take part as volunteers and a real team effort could be felt in the 
room. They children delighted in the company of their KU friends and the opportunity to relax without 
any of the fears or concerns they face in other social settings due to their disabled sibling. 

 
The event ended with the boys tucking in to their goody bags, leaving them with a sweet aftertaste, 
already excited for the next event! 
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Project Report for Tottenham Grammar School Foundation 
 
Big Schools Day at Alexandra Palace in association with BAFTA Kids – 20 June 2017 
 

 
School children from Haringey enjoying the Big Schools Day at Alexandra Palace 

 
Overview 

 
To mark the 70th anniversary of BAFTA, Alexandra Palace and BAFTA Kids partnered to 
deliver the inaugural Big Schools Day on 20th June 2017. This event was supported by a grant 
from Tottenham Grammar School Foundation. 
 
Using content created by BAFTA Kids, the event showcased different careers (and entry 
routes) within television, from composing music for TV to the differences between acting and 
presenting. Hosted by Ben Shires (Officially Amazing) and Lindsey Russell (Blue Peter), the 
event also gave the young people attending the opportunity to meet and ask questions to on 
and off-screen talent from children’s television. 
 
BAFTA awarding winning studio, Microsoft, were invited to programme complementary 
activity which tied into a recent launch of Paint 3D, free software that turns 2D drawings into 3D 
models for use in film and games making. 
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Event Summary 
 
The event welcomed 1,000 children from 19 schools across the borough including eight 
schools that had no previous engagement with the Palace. Promoted as a transition event from 
primary to secondary school the day was open to Years 5, 6 and 7, in total there were six Year 
5 groups, nine Year 6 groups and four Year 7 groups. 
 
With such a large group the day was split between sessions for all 1,000 children and break- 
out sessions. The day began with a 90 minute “Behind the Scenes” workshop using clips from 
BAFTA award winning children’s television programmes. Group activities and time for 
questions were interspersed with content to keep the attention of the audience. Actress Leona 
Vaughan (Wolfblood) and actress/presenter Pui Fan Lee (Teletubbies, Show Me Show Me) 
were featured guest speakers. 
 
During lunch BAFTA Award winning composers played name that tune on the Henry Willis 
organ with theme tunes from family films and children’s television. Following lunch, 
workshops were delivered by BAFTA Kids and Microsoft. To work with room logistics at the 
Palace, children were divided into four groups with the same activity running in two rooms but 
with different hosts. BAFTA Kids showcased the history of the Children’s Awards and tied it 
into a drawing competition to share memories of early children’s television whilst Microsoft 
used character designs, submitted in advance, to bring 2D drawings to life. 
 
The breakouts returned to one group of 1,000 for a music workshop, led by Ben and Nick 
Foster, exploring how music is used in television. The day was rounded off with a finale with 
the hosts and all guest speakers and prize giving. 
 
 

Feedback from Participating Schools 
 
Teachers / group leaders from all participating schools were asked to complete a post event 
survey 
 

“I just wanted to say how excellent yesterday’s BAFTA day with you was!  Mrs 
Moore said she’s never been to anything like it and it was incredible – well organised, 
stimulating, fun and really original.  If you do this again – can you include us? 
Thanks so much for all your hard work.” 

St James Primary School 
 

“On behalf of Campsbourne, I would like to say a massive THANK YOU for inviting 
us on Tuesday. We all had a really great time and the children clearly gained an awful 
lot from the event. If you are running anything similar in the future, please do make us 
aware!” 

Campsbourne Primary School 
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School children from Haringey taking part in the Big Schools Day at Alexandra Palace 
 

 
Lunchtime! With musical accompaniment from the Henry Willis organ in the Great Hall at Alexandra Palace 
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North Tottenham Townscape Heritage Initiative 
 
A Somerset Grant provided funding towards the cost of two art projects, 'High Street Heritage Exhibition' and 
'North Tottenham Hi(Stories) film', engaging local children and college students through a programme of 
workshops to produce large banners for public display and a short film based on students' interviews with diverse 
members of the North Tottenham community. 
 
Project Co-ordinator, Adam Stoneman, wrote: “We had excellent feedback from those involved in these projects - 
the pupils from Risley Avenue and Harris Coleraine Park schools were delighted to see their creations up on the 
street, and the students at Haringey Sixth Form 
found the filmmaking experience very valuable 
and used it as a practical component in their 
coursework.”  
 
Here are some photos and extracts from the 
project’s blog: 
 
“Heritage Banners created by local school 
children are flying high above the High Road 
as the first set of conservation works begins on 
The Bricklayers Arms. 
 
Lara and Zoe ran a series of workshops with 
local students from Harris Primary Coleraine 
Park and Risley Avenue Primary that explored 
Victorian typography: stencilling and 
monoprinting words and phrases from then and 
now. Magazine collage was also used to 
playfully explore the shape and texture of items 
that you could have found and still find on the 
street. 

 
Six banners were created using the artwork: 
each banner is based on a real site or store on 
the high street: a beauticians, 
a barbers, a grocery store, a 
pub, café and a cake shop. 
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With special thanks to Natasha Johnson of Tottenham Regeneration and Eleni Markou of Coombes Croft Library 
and all the wonderful volunteers who helped with the workshops. Thank you to Heritage Lottery Fund and 
Tottenham Grammar School Foundation for their support.” Here is a selection of other images from the project: 
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TWISTED STOCKING THEATRE 
 
Among the Somerset Grants received by specialist willow weaving and mural creating artists at the 
Twisted Stocking Theatre was some funding towards the cost of refreshing and updating Belmont Junior 
School's 10 year old mural around the theme of 'Togetherness - United We Stand'. 
 
Here are some pictures taken as the project was nearing completion: 
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Greig City Academy Sailing 
 
In recent years the Trustees of the Tottenham Grammar School Foundation have been pleased to provide 
assistance with the costs of a very unusual project at Greig City Academy. The funding has been in the 
form of Somerset Grants for Schools and Special Somerset Sports Awards. The school’s Head of Sixth 
Form, Jon Holt, writes: 
 
Dear Trustees, 
 
Thank you very much for your Foundation’s incredible donation to our sailing club - we have 28 students 
out in Poole Harbour and also Cowes this weekend as a first and direct result! Four of our boys were 
selected to represent Great Britain Etchells fleet in the Louis Piana Cup in Miami. They went along 
believing they could do OK 
but with a fleet of over 50 
decorated ex Olympians and 
world champions they were 
realistic. Yesterday they took 
part in the practice races 
and stunned the fleet with a 
second place followed by top 
10 finishes. The real racing 
starts today. 
 
After they finished yesterday 
I was taken to one side by 
the USA Etchells Fleet 
captain (who also runs the 
series) who stated how 
impressed he was not just 
with our boys’ sailing 
positions but their attitude 
and demeanour in and 
around the tournament village. The race has a stand alone trophy but it is also part of a series of 4 races- 
called the Biscayne Bay series and he has asked them to take part in the remaining 3, in January, 
February and March. He has agreed to waive the boat hiring costs and the entry fees for them. 
 
The lads have been incredible and not only are they representing Great Britain very well, they are also 
representing far more - they are ethnically totally unrepresented in this sport and are smashing down 
barriers and ideas some people have about sailing! Here are some pictures of them in the Louis Piana 
Cup warm up races: 

 
 
 

 

back to Supplement 
CONTENTS page 



15 
 

 
Earlier, in August 2017, the school made sailing history when they took part in the Fastnet yacht race. 
These are some of the photos and accompanying narrative that appeared in the media: 
 

 
After five days at sea, a team of inner-city teenagers have made 
history as the only crew from a comprehensive school known to 
have finished the world's largest offshore sailing race. The crew, 
from Greig City Academy in north London, finished the Fastnet race at Plymouth early on Friday morning. They were the only 
school in the 605-mile race this year. "The lads have been brilliant and disciplined throughout," said teacher Jon Holt. "It's 
gone better than expected," he added. 
 
The Greig City crew in their 45ft (13.7m) yacht Scaramouche, were among 2,700 sailors who set off from Southampton last 
Sunday in the race around the Fastnet lighthouse off Ireland and back to Plymouth. The winning boat crossed the line on 
Tuesday to gain one of the most coveted trophies in ocean racing. The Greig City team said they never expected to win, 
aiming instead to just finish safely. When they finished at 01:38 on Friday morning, they were several hours ahead of 
schedule, coming in 142nd overall in a fleet of 368 boats. On Twitter they described themselves as "proud" and said they had 
enjoyed every minute. The sailing club at Greig City, where almost three-quarters of pupils are eligible for free school meals, 
was only set up four years ago when Mr Holt, a geography teacher and head of the sixth form, organised a dinghy sailing 
weekend. Most of the pupils had never sailed before but quickly became hooked. 
 
A massive fundraising effort by pupils and staff enabled the school to buy and restore an old 22ft yacht they found on eBay. 
Later they bought Scaramouche, a former international racing yacht, for £17,000. When they entered their first race, which 
was against teams of adults, they had little hope. "We thought, 'We have just got to sail around the course and not embarrass 
ourselves,'" said Mr Holt. But they won. Other races followed and the combination of the powerful old yacht and its 
enthusiastic novice crew continued to make waves. Scaramouche was the US entry in the 1983 Admiral's Cup. 
 
They qualified for Fastnet earlier this year but realised they had run so short of money that they would probably be unable to 
enter. Safety is their first priority - so Scaramouche has to be maintained to the highest standards, entailing hefty bills. But the 
pupils were determined to carry on. "We gave so many different talks," said Montel Jordan, the crew's main helmsman who is 
17 and has just done his AS-levels. "There was a period when we did no sailing but 30 different talks in a month, to different 
people. "So, yes, we just tried to get the funding to try and carry on the project as long as possible, because we didn't want to 
quit before we had done all the things we said we were going to do." 
 
The team's ambitions were saved by a City firm, Pioneer Underwriters, which agreed to sponsor their entire operating budget. 
On Friday morning Pioneer said it was "very proud to have supported such a fantastic achievement". On Twitter, GCA Sailing 
said: "We may have crossed the finish of this race but this is far from finished. "Thank you for following, please continue to do 
so, this is not over." The Fastnet race has been going for 92 years. The organisers say that they are not aware of any entries 
from comprehensive schools before now. 
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The school’s Head of Sixth Form, Jon Holt, continues: 
 
Freddie Carr of Land Rover BAR came to our school to advise Montel and Camilo and has urged them to 
do everything they can to do the Biscayne Bay Series in Etchells (he himself started in Etchells). 
 
The key difference between this tournament and the others they have done (including the Fastnet) is that 
in their class, everyone is a decorated ex Olympian or ex world champion. At first they were very cynical, 
but having seen the boys sail they were very pleased with their presence and asked them if they would 
return. Sometimes changing the attitudes of these older sailors is hard- but they were all won over by the 
end! So in the end it is the opportunity to represent Great Britain but at the same time really represent 
their culture in the sport. 
 
Montel was awarded Young Yachtsman of the 
Year and this meant we were received with real 
respect by the whole race community out there. 
Indeed Lawrie Smith and Steve Benjamin now 
want to set up a race between Canada, USA 
and UK youth teams, with our boys being the 
UK Youth team  
 
Since the news above, the first regatta has 
finished and the boys did magnificently well. 
The boys ended up in 12th place out of 45. We 
thought they had little chance given the very 
high standard of the fleet but they ended up as 
the 2nd place Great Britain Etchells (the first one was round the world sailing legend Lawrie Smith). 
They also beat several former Etchells World Champions. The USA have a youth Etchells team and our 
boys from Tottenham beat them on their home soil- we were 12th, they were 16th!  
 
The race was the Louis Piana Cup which is one race out of 4 of the Bay of Biscayne Series. The series 
organisers have asked our boys to compete in the remaining 3 regattas and to therefore take on the US 
Youth sailors. Lawrie Smith was massively impressed with their performance and has given his backing 
to their campaign- and indeed he gave them daily advice about their races. 
 
The boys have returned from the Biscayne Bay Series and have performed brilliantly. We are now tied on 
points with the USA Youth Team in the series with one more event to go. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

back to Supplement 
CONTENTS page 
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Face Front Inclusive Theatre 
 

‘Theatre In Health Programme in 
Haringey Schools 2016 – 2017’ 

 

The Tottenham Grammar 
School Foundation supported 
Face Front Inclusive Theatre 
with a grant to tour two 
interactive theatre product-
ions with teacher’s training 
and a resource pack, raising 
awareness about health issues 
for young people. The plays 
engaged the students with 
original theatre that was 
accessible to disabled and 
non-disabled young people. 
Through the plays and 
resource packs young people 
from 9 – 15 years old were 
able to: 
 
1. Raise awareness about domestic violence working towards prevention. 
2. Explore emotional health issues focusing on the effects of violence in the home 
3. Explore risk taking behaviour including sex and relationships and understanding the meaning of consent. 

4. Learn how to keep safe online. 
5. Identify and signpost options for sexual health 
and for support for children and young people 
affected by domestic violence. 
 
The project explored the following health issues: 
• Emotional/mental health – strategies for dealing 

with violence in the home to increase resilience, 
reducing stress, improving general emotional 
well- being, sign posting how to get help with 
mental/emotional health. 

• Peer pressure around alcohol and sex - raising 
awareness about the effects. 

• Raising awareness about domestic violence, 
teaching peer support skills and informing 
children and young people about how to get help 
and support. 

• Sex and relationships – focusing on reducing teenage pregnancy and STI’s enabling young people to make positive 
and informed decisions. 

 
The plays and teacher’s packs full of lesson ideas for teachers, addressed issues of physical health and emotional well-
being, exploring the pressures young people face concerning their health and family pressure to stay quiet when there is 
violence in the home as well as the consequences of risk taking, and the responsibility young people can have over their 
own sexual and emotional health. The outcomes of the project for young people were: 
 
1. A raised awareness about personal health 
2. An awareness of the consequences of risk taking 
3. An improved understanding of their own emotional well- being. 
4. More young people with the skills to support each other around health issues. 
5. Teachers became more confident to teach young people about sex and relationships and domestic violence in 

relation to the productions. 
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The teenagers did report a heightened awareness of 
issues around sex and relationships after seeing the 
play ‘SexFM’. The show also enabled young people 
to question their own actions to make healthy and 
informed choices around sex and relationships and 
learn directly about how to prevent unwanted 
pregnancy, STI’s and abusive relationships. 
 
Children became more aware of domestic violence 
from seeing the play ‘Whisper me happy ever after’ 
what to do and where to go if they needed help and 
how to support a friend or family member in need. 
They learnt how important it is to speak about issues 
that are affecting their emotional well-being and 
learnt about how to express themselves concerning 
emotional issues. 

 
Comments from Teachers and Students. 
 
Young people said: 
 
‘I will remember everything because this happened to my mum 
and dad’ ‘If something bad is going on at home, we have to tell 
and get help’ 
‘The show was amazing. I think the actors did a good job. 
Lovely!’ 
 
‘The show was great. You did a fabulous job. It was really 
realistic. I loved it.’ 
 
‘It seemed like there was a real situation going on, as so many 
teenagers these days are pressurised into having sex, very well 
played.’ 
 
‘It’s ok to be a virgin. The play was amazing. It taught me to be 
proud of who I am.’ 
 
‘It made me think about relationships and how ladies should be treated right. Men are not superior over women.’ 

 
Teacher’s said: 
 
‘From the production, the pupils learned to share their truths and 
have confidence to call Childline and always ask for help’ 
 
‘The Teachers Pack was useful and gave a good idea of what was 
to be expected.  We used the pre-workshop to start the thinking 
and will make use of the Worry Box’ 
 
‘I would recommend this production to other schools. There was 
really good enthusiasm from the actors.’ 
 
‘Pupils were very engaged. The performance is up to date so 
students could relate to all the themes raised.’ 
 
‘Great opportunity for young people to discuss some of the 
important issues during the forum section. Lots of participation. 
Excellent Q&A session at the end. Thank you!’ 
 
‘Pupils learned how to handle pressure, consequences, respect 
and staying safe. Project very well tailored to the year group.’ 
 
‘Cast had an excellent rapport with the kids. The students were 
positively eager to learn how not to be manipulated by others by 
making the wrong choices. The programme fits in really well and 
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consolidates what has been taught in the curriculum.’ 
 
‘Brilliant presentation – superb acting. Music really appropriate. The themes were realistic and relevant to the students.’ 
 
BENEFICIARIES 
 
Face Front performed to approximately 2,750 young people from Haringey with 28 events at Stamford Hill Primary, 
Tiverton Primary, West Green Primary, Bruce Grove Primary, Riverside Inclusive Campus ,The Octogan Centre, 
Alexandra Park School, Woodside High School, Highgate Wood Fortismere, Greig City, Hornsey Girls, Park View, 
Gladesmore, Northumberland Park. 
 
EVALUATION CONCLUSION. 
 
Face Front Inclusive Theatre artists and managers were very pleased with the feed- back we received from teachers 
and students. We used a combination of audience surveys and verbal feed- back sessions to gauge the success of the 
programme and whether we had been able to achieve our aims. We were more than satisfied that the young people had 
enjoyed and learnt from the production and the teachers found the resources provided complimented the production. 
Young people of 13 – 15 years old did report that they had learnt about peer pressure, consent, the role of pornography 
in relationships and the dangers of sending sexually explicit photographs. Young people from 9 – 11 years reported how 
much they had learnt about violence within families and how and who to report it to. (Please see quotes above and 
below) Face Front also enabled over 50 young people to disclose about family problems and so receive the help they 
needed. 
 
Further Comments from Young people and 
Teachers. 
 
Young People said: 
 
‘I learnt that I must tell the truth if I feel 
unhappy about anything happening at 
home” ‘I learnt that there is help from 
childline, teachers and family’ 
‘There must be no more abuse, it is 
unacceptable’ 
 
‘'The arguments go on through the night. 
They keep me awake.' (disclosure) 
 
'My dad has gone now. He was a bad man 
and hit mum in the stomach so she lost her 
baby and the baby died.' (disclosure) 
 
Teachers said: 
 
‘The programme was really well delivered for the year group. They were really engaged.’ 
 
‘The pupils reacted by giving really mature responses, referring to how the characters would feel.’ 
 
‘I think for the pupils it really clarified what domestic violence is and made them aware that its not just wrong but its also 
against the law’ 
 
‘The pre-lesson was really good to make sure children had context for the workshop’ 
 
‘I would like support on how to speak to pupils sensitively about the subject so that they feel comfortable enough to disclose 
something if its impacting them’ 
 
‘I would recommend this production. It was fantastic.’ 
 
‘The programme was appropriate for the year group as DV is a prominent issue in our cohort’ ‘The pupils reacted well to 
the production. They loved it. Totally engaged throughout.’ 
 
‘From the production, the pupils learned to tell the truth and speak out.’ 
 
‘Our pupils were totally engaged and keen to participate fully. I think it overcame a lot of myths in their minds after 
watching the performance.’ 
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‘The programme fits perfectly with our PSHE curriculum. Absolutely brilliant. I loved it!’ 
 
‘The SEX FM team took control and it was clear that the students enjoyed the performance. The use of the Venn diagram 
about the number of people that have had sex with was relevant and very informative.’ 
 
 
FINANCE: 
Face Front is very grateful to Tottenham Grammar Foundation for supporting the programme. The funding provided 
went towards paying for the creative teams ( 4 actor teachers for each production plus a facilitator, counsellor and 2 
directors) Plus some of the project management, room hire, tour booking costs, materials (props, costumes, set, sound 
equipment) and transport. 
 
 
Example report from Face Front Counsellor. (Whisper me happy ever after) 
 

Haringey - Primary School (17/11/16) - 
 
The Headteacher was delighted that we were visiting her school and believed in the work we were 
doing and its ability to reach and help children. We performed to audiences of Year 5 and Year 6 
children and also delivered resilience workshops. The Headteacher described her pupil population. 
She said,' Many of our children raise themselves. A lot of our children think their lives that feature 
harm and abuse are normal, okay and this play helps them to understand what is okay and what isn't. 
It is very helpful and it helps children in a safe setting.' 
 
11 children spoke to the team after the production, 10 boys - 2 'urgent' 5'concerns' 3'spoken with.' 1 
girl - 'spoken with.' 
 
One child had recently arrived from Bulgaria and spoke about his fears, ' My dad is very angry a lot of 
the time and I hear him banging things in the kitchen. This happens nearly every day and makes me 
feel scared.' 
 
Another child disclosed the following, 'Sometimes my mum gets angry and she doesn't know what to 
do. Sometimes she gives me a whack or a slap. Sometimes she hurts me so I have bruises and I go to 
my room to scream. It doesn’t happen every day. I'm not scared. She has to do it. It's my fault I make 
her angry but I'd like her to give me 'Time Out' instead.' 
 
It is extremely worrying when children blame themselves and hold themselves responsible for their 
parents’ aggression and violence towards them. When children do this they are internalising a great 
deal of self-blame, guilt and shame. They are also taking responsibility for their parents’ behaviour 
and in danger of developing a well of internal rage that they may display towards others or themselves 
in the form of self-harming behaviours. They may also become 'victims' and overly compliant when 
the role to which they have been assigned within the family narrative and script is continued in other 
and future relationships. 
 
Action: All disclosures were talked through with the CP officer and written accounts given. The school 
was given the opportunity for more support if needed and the counsellor also made a follow up call 
and email to find out if any help was required and how the young people who had disclosed were 
progressing. 

 
  

back to Supplement 
CONTENTS page 
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Haringey Play Association  
 

Report for funding for Sand pit and pre-apprenticeship programme 
 
 

Haringey Play Association (HarPA) was established in July 2000. HarPA provides and assists in the provision of play 
& community facilities for children aged 0-15yrs, families & local residents. We work closely with those who 
experience social and economic deprivation and aim to improve the lives of young people and their families by 
supporting/promoting health & well-being. HarPA runs Somerford Grove Adventure Playground and Community 
Project and provides services, advocacy, advice, information and training on Playwork & working with young 
people. Our Adventure Playground, Stay & Play, Girls group, Bike project & Cook & Eat sessions have attracted 
x1073 predominantly hard-to-reach Haringey residents to register with HarPA. 

Our award-winning Somerford Grove Adventure Playground has attracted 
x450 young people in the past year aged 0-18yrs and is open for x4 days 
per week throughout the year. Somerford Grove is a safe space for local 
young people and families to socialise while accessing provisions which 
will improve their health & well-being. We provide inspiring activities for 
all ages and offer access to flexible services that respond to local needs. 
We also offer physical & creative activities including cooking & sports to 
enable young people to become more fit & active through play. Activities 
like art projects about positive body image and cultural diversity, jewellery 
making, glass painting, woodcraft and cooking develops young people’s 
vocational aspiration & creative expression. Our healthy ‘cook & eat’ 
activities are embedded into our play sessions to improve health & reduce 
obesity. Our outdoor play space offers young people the chance to take 
part in regular physically stimulating activities; access to our play space 
improves all aspects of health & well-being for children & young people of 
all ages. 
 

We requested funding to contribute to a pre-apprenticeship programme 
for 16yrs-20yrs, working with professionals to design & build a play area, 
sand pit & water feature while learning about tool use & health & safety. We successfully delivered the project 
from 31st October to the 17th November with the official opening of the sandpit on November the 23rd 2017. The 
construction of the sandpit area will directly benefit more than 450 young children between the ages of 0 -15 year 
olds. TGF contributed £1,760 which covered the costs of materials for the project. We raised a further £9,500 
towards the project which covered the cost to commission Build Up, staff salaries and three off-site visits to the 
offices of HTA Design in the city and a local trip to the construction site of Volker Fitzpatrick; the amount also 
covered volunteer expenses, lunch & refreshments and opening event. 

 
In the Autumn of 2017 saw the launch of the Beyond 
Boundaries pre-apprenticeship project at Somerford Grove 
Adventure Playground. Along with professional playground 
builders ‘Build up’ we recruited 7 young people aged 16yrs to 
20yrs to design and build a new sand pit area which was 
named ‘The Village of the shipwrecked boat’. The Beyond 
Boundaries partnership with HarPA attracted Tottenham 
regeneration developers who helped with funding the 
project, some of which committed to working with HarPA at 
the Tottenham Charter event held at Tottenham town hall 
earlier this year, like Volker Fitzpatrick engineering and 

construction company currently engaged in redesigning and constructing the Northumberland Park railway 
station. We also worked in partnership with Tottenham Hotspur foundation who supported the project. The 
group of young people photographed their construction project culminating in a personal booklet that we 
published for each of the young people to have as a record of their achievements throughout the project. This is 
also a document each of they can show prospective employers as evidence of their commitment and skills set. 

Before.... 
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The project aims to support the recruits into further training and employment where the basic tools & health & 
safety training could be used on their CV and where we will also act as referees. 

On the first day of the project 
the young people worked with 
an architect from HTA 
architect practice based in the 
city surveying the site of the 
sandpit area. On the second 
day, they attended the HTA 
offices where they had to 
pitch their idea to a senior 
architect for approval before 
they designed and produced a 
site map and plan. The 
following six working days 
scheduled in the project were 
occupied by the construction 
of the sandpit. During the 
project, a small group of 
Volker Fitzpatrick senior staff 
came and ran a team building 
session with the young people 
engaged in the project with great results. 

CASE STUDY:  A.C. is a 16 years old male, born and raised in 
Northumberland Park Haringey. He was a regular user of 
the Somerford Grove Adventure Playground for the last 
eight years and his younger siblings still use the park today.  
It was observed that A.C. was a risk of being drawn into 
gang and crime activity before he applied for the pre-
apprenticeship project and attended every session. 

He was selected by Volker Fitzpatrick from the group of 
young people to have a week of work experience after 
showing great promise during the team building session 
run at Somerford Grove Adventure. Beginning at 7.30am 
each day A.C. attended the current construction site at 
Northumberland Park Railway station. A.C. was given a 
comprehensive working experience covering health and 
safety practices, briefing and planning meetings, site work 
tasks and the opportunity to participate in the ‘what a 
working routine expects’ from an employee. As a result, 
A.C. has been invited to apply for an apprentice ship with 
the company Volker Fitzpatrick. 

All seven applicants achieved the following outcomes from 
our pre-apprenticeship project: 

 Improved confidence 
 Increased knowledge & skills in construction and tool use 
 Increased knowledge & skills in surveying and design 
 Increased understanding of presenting a design for approval 
 Improved team-working skills 
 Increased employability 

Tam Carrigan Senior Playworker - Haringey Play Association (HarPA) 
 

  

After.... Complete sand pit 



23 
 

SPORT IN HARINGEY 
 
The Foundation provides funding to support a very wide range of sports activities across the Borough. Much of this is 
delivered through the Haringey Sports Development Trust and the Haringey School Sports Association and often 
culminates in annual competitions such as the London Youth Games and the London Schools Games. Here is a 
selection of the many photos taken: 
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Special Somerset Awards 
 
Haringey Aquatics successfully applied to the Foundation for one of their talented members, 15 
year old Shakil Giordani. Here are extracts from two local press reports: 
 

Haringey Aquatics swimmers brought home a record 29 
medals from the Middlesex County Championships. The 
club collected 10 golds, 12 silvers and seven bronzes, 
helping Haringey Aquatics celebrate its most successful 
year yet. In addition to the record-breaking medal haul, 
the club had 43 other finalists at the gala. Shakil 
Giordani, in the 16-and-under category, won a total of 
eight medals, including golds in the 50m backstroke and 
50m butterfly. Giordani also claimed silver in the 50m, 
100m and 200m freestyle and the 100m backstroke, as 
well as bronzes in the 100m butterfly and the 1500m 
freestyle. In addition to his medals, Giordani was 
awarded two trophies as the fastest 50m backstroke 
swimmer, 16-or-under, and fastest 50m butterfly 
swimmer, 16-or-under. 

 
Haringey Aquatics swimmer Shakil Giordani has been 
selected in the Middlesex county team for the French 
Golden Lanes Tour next month. The selection follows a 
hugely successful Middlesex County Championships for 
Giordani, winning two golds, four silvers and two 
bronzes. Giordani also won trophies as the fastest boy, 16-and-under in both the 50m 
backstroke and the 50m butterfly. “Shakil is going from strength to strength with his 
swimming,” said Haringey Aquatics head coach Paul Doyle. “After qualifying for multiple 
events at the British Summer and Winter Nationals, he is the first ever Haringey Aquatics 
swimmer to be selected by the County for an international competition. “This is one more step 
towards the top for Shakil.” 

 
_______________________________________________ 

 
Young sailor, Ethan Gerrell, has received a number of Special 
Somerset Awards in recent years. His mother has provided this 
update on his progress and achievements: 
 

After Ethan successfully gained a place in the National 
Class squad for RS Feva, he and his crew went from 
strength to strength. They finished the training as one of 
the top boats in the Squad and went on to a season of 
competing. They finished in a healthy mid Gold fleet 
position at this year’s National Championships in Torquay 
and finished in 11th position in the Spring GP. 
 
He then had the most fabulous opportunity, Ethan and his 
crew were selected to represent GBR in the youth Regatta 
at the Americas cup in Bermuda! The Americas cup 
provided food, accommodation and transfers so we had 
just to find our flights over, which we did rather cheaply, 
with the assistance of Ethan's Aunt. 
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It was the most amazing experience for 
them. They were involved in two regattas. 
In the first one in the midweek, they 
finished a healthy 5th, however in the 
second one, which was held in between the 
Americas cup races on the Sunday of that 
week, they actually won!! We are so proud 
of them. The event was televised across the 
world and they received their huge cup on 
the main stage of the Americas cup village. 
I have attached photos for you to see. They 
made great new friends from 12 different 
countries and it gave them an experience 
and a memory that they will never forget. 
 
On returning we had a 4 week break and 
then we drove to Holland for the world 
championships. After the second day of 
training, Ethan had another disaster – his 
crew-mate suffered a broken arm. We had 
half a day to try and find someone to step 

in before the Championship started. Luckily, the daughter of a friend stepped in and they sailed 
amazingly. Ethan finished 30th in Gold fleet at the world championships. We are incredibly 
proud of him, as are all his family and his School. 
 
We are now planning the next year ahead and his Squad campaign. He and his crew are 
currently sailing in a series of qualifiers for Feva National squad again and they are also 
starting to practice in the next boat up, a 29er- its bigger and faster and they hope to transition 
into it this next year. 
 
None of this would be possible without the help 
of the Tottenham Grammar school Foundation, 
we thank you whole heartedly for giving Ethan 
this chance to bloom. It is really unusual for an 
inner city child to have done so well in this 
world, we are so very proud of what he has 
achieved so far. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
KW 
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Various Other Letters of Thanks: 
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