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THE TOTTENHAM GRAMMAR SCHOOL FOUNDATION 

REPORT SUPPLEMENT 2017-2018
The Foundation receives a number of reports and letters of thanks every year from individual 
beneficiaries, schools and organisations in receipt of Somerset Grants. A selection of these are 
included in this Supplementary Appendix so that readers can get a flavour of the activities supported 
and see some of the feedback provided by grateful recipients of Awards and Grants. 
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Haringey 6th Form College’s 
Royal Academy of Art Life Drawing Workshop 

 

Lecturer, Rachel Hamblin writes: “Over twenty Art students were privileged to 
take part in a day of life drawing led by a visiting tutor from the Royal Academy 
of Art this October. Students learnt new skills in observing and drawing the 
figure and produced some excellent work for their portfolios which will help 

them to stand out at future university interviews. Life drawing is a traditional and tough discipline 
in Art but our students rose to the challenges and really enjoyed the day.” 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Dear Trustees, Thank you so much for Tottenham Grammar School 
Foundation’s grant to support Exposure to 'expose young people’s creativity 
to the Tottenham community'. 

As a result of your funding we were able to publish three Exposure youth pages in the local newspaper, Tottenham 
Community Press. 

The response from the young people involved directly has been tremendous. They were so proud to reach an adult 
audience and their confidence has grown with the praise they’ve received from parents, tutors and peers. They’ve 
also inspired other young people to get involved with Exposure with the potential to see their creativity in newsprint. 

Moreover, the response we’ve had from the wider community has been great – so much so that we are pursuing other 
ways to fund this positive initiative going forward, not just in the Tottenham newspaper, but associated titles in 
Enfield and Waltham Forest.  

Please see the images and links below to the pages Tottenham Grammar School Foundation was able to support: 

http://exposure.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/TCP_Dec18.pdf 
http://exposure.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/TCP_August18.pdf 
http://exposure.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/TCP_June18.pdf 
We also managed to get another page, based on the model you funded, sponsored by Red Bull: 

http://exposure.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/TCP_Sept18-2.pdf 
The initiative also resulted in one of our youngster’s interviewing the editor of the newspaper. You can see the article 
here: 

http://exposure.org.uk/2018/11/what-it-takes-to-edit-a-community-newspaper/ 
Andreas 

http://exposure.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/TCP_Dec18.pdf
http://exposure.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/TCP_August18.pdf
http://exposure.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/TCP_June18.pdf
http://exposure.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/TCP_Sept18-2.pdf
http://exposure.org.uk/2018/11/what-it-takes-to-edit-a-community-newspaper/
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The Tottenham Grammar School Foundation has supported boys 
basketball in the London Borough of Haringey over many years. Since 
2010 a number a Somerset Grants have been made to the Haringey Hawks 
Club to assist with the costs of its various teams as they train locally and 
compete nationally. 
The Club’s full name is “PRM Haringey Hawks” which stands for 
Positive Role Models and has "Helping young people turn their dreams 
into reality" as a strap line. Their website says: “We use Basketball as a 
vehicle to teach young people valuable life skills!” 

In January 2019, Haringey Hawks became the under 18 National Cup 
Champions. Here an extract form a local news report: 
“Haringey Hawks Under-18s lifted the National Cup after a thrilling 
73-71 win over Reading Rockets at the weekend. The lead changed 

hands several times, with Hawks at one stage holding a seven-point advantage. And Franklin Agu was 
named MVP after scoring a game by 26 points, 17 rebounds, 3 assists and 4 steals. Hawks led 39-33 at 
half-time but were pegged back after the restart and it was level at 59-59 with 10 minutes remaining. 
Haringey edged five points up by the midway point of the final quarter and a free throw from Alex 
Distras, who finished with 13 points, helped to seal victory as Reading’s desperate late attempts missed 
the net. 
Delighted coach Franck Batimba said: “It was an amazing day. My Under 18s won the National Cup. We 
are based in Haringey and most people are aware of the stigma, but these boys keep defying the odds and 
showing everyone that it is not about where you come from but it is about where you are going. “I am 
such a proud coach and I can honestly say I love my team. They work so hard and they deserve to be 
champions. I want to thank all the parents and our amazing supporters. They are the best and they 
certainly added value to the finals. Invest time in young people and you will empower them to achieve 
greatness.” 
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Dear Trustees, I am writing to you to say a huge thank you to 
the committee of the TGSF for very kindly agreeing to give 
Tiverton School £600 towards the Nursery and Reception 
classes experiencing live theatre performed by Simply 
Smiley Productions and the 
National Elf Service. 

 
This had a huge impact on the children and was such a delight for 
them to have this amazing experience! The children absolutely 
loved this experience! They were actively involved throughout the 
show and the backdrops to set the scene along with the costumes, 
music, and dance really made the experience come to life and 
provide an exciting educational experience for the Early Years. 
 
It was a delight to see the impact really enhanced the children’s 
love for storytelling, self-confidence and imagination, as the 

children expressed they 
wanted to watch it again 
and were excited and 
confident to role play their own show after the show! 
These photos to show the joy the Foundation has given to 
the children of providing them with this wonderful 
enriching experience! 
 
Thank you so very much. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Filiz Katkin, 
Early Years Leader, 
Tiverton Primary school 
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Report for funding for “Communication Project” materials 

Haringey Play Association (HarPA) was established in July 2000. HarPA provides and assists in the provision of play 
and community facilities for children aged 0-15yrs, families and local residents. We work closely with those who 
experience social and economic deprivation and aim to improve the lives of young people and their families by 
supporting/promoting health and well-being. HarPA runs Somerford Grove Adventure Playground and Community 
Project and provides services, advocacy, advice, information and training on Playwork and working with young 
people. Our Adventure Playground, Stay and Play, Girls group, Bike project and Cook & Eat sessions have attracted 
x1073 predominantly hard-to-reach Haringey residents to register with HarPA. 

Our award-winning Somerford Grove Adventure Playground has attracted x477 young people in the past year aged 
0-18yrs and is open for x4 days per week throughout the year. Somerford Grove is a safe space for local young 
people and families to socialise while accessing provisions which will improve their health and well-being. We 
provide inspiring activities for all ages and offer access to flexible services that respond to local needs. We also offer 
physical and creative activities including cooking and sports to enable young people to become more fit and active 
through play. Activities like art projects about positive body image and cultural diversity, jewellery making, glass 
painting, woodcraft and cooking develops young people’s vocational aspiration and creative expression. Young 
people can also take part in awareness workshops about personal safety, the law, bullying and social media. Our 
healthy ‘cook & eat’ activities are embedded into our play sessions to improve health and reduce obesity. Our 
outdoor play space offers young people the chance to take part in regular physically stimulating activities; access 
to our play space improves all aspects of health and well-being for children and young people of all ages. 

This summer holidays, working in partnership with construction charity ‘Build up’ x20 girls and x5 boys aged 10yrs-
13yrs mainly from our girls group (SisterHood project) led on the design and build of our new seating area and took 
part in workshops about the impact and importance of communication and space to communicate. 

“Build Up” (a playground and community space construction company) ran a series of workshops exploring different 
ways of communicating and delivered workshops on design, architecture and research all resulting in the build of 
a new “communication station” (a seating and meeting space in our playground). Workshops delivered in June 
included filming making, area mapping, writing poems, rapping and building benches. These activities took place at 
Somerford Grove Adventure Playground (Tottenham). We raised £11,200 through Comic Relief and donations to 
cover staff salaries and project costs. Tottenham Grammar School Foundation funding covered material costs for 
the build. Young people worked alongside professional builders/construction workers and volunteer architects. The 
grand opening was on Friday 17th August 2018, the young people who participated and their families, partner 
organisations, four Haringey Councillors and the Deputy London Mayor, Joanne McCartney – who gave out the 
certificates. With the support of experienced staff, the young people were trained to use tools, including power 
tools; they learnt how to research and design a unique seating area. They helped clear the ground for the paving 
slabs and built the wooden seating area. 

All 25 participants achieved the following outcomes from our communication/seating area ‘design and build’ 
project: 

 Improved confidence 
 Increased knowledge and skills in construction and tool use 
 Increased knowledge and skills in architecture and design 
 Improved team-working skills 

Yours Faithfully, Tam Carrigan 
Senior Playworker 

Haringey Play Association (HarPA) 
See overleaf for some photos 

Haringey Play Association 
Somerford Grove Adventure Playground 
 & Community Project, 
Park Lane Close, London, N17 0HL 

www.haringey-play.org.uk  

http://www.haringey-play.org.uk/
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After… 
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a Project Report for the Tottenham Grammar School Foundation 

James Atkinson, Director of Fundraising at the Alexandra Park and Palace Charitable Trust, writes: 
We are grateful once again to the Trustees for their support of this event. Thanks to our partnership with 
BAFTA, and a large volunteering team, we are able to provide a huge amount on a modest budget. The 
support from Tottenham Grammar School Foundation was once again instrumental in helping to deliver 
this project, and it is wonderful (although excruciatingly loud!) to see so many children visiting Alexandra 
Palace and using it as a creative learning venue. It is also brilliant to bring together so many schools from 
across Haringey and support them in this way. 
 

 
School children from Haringey enjoying the Big Schools Day at Alexandra Palace 

 
Big Schools Day at Alexandra Palace in association with BAFTA Kids – 26 June 2018 

Overview 
Now in its second year, Alexandra Palace’s Big Schools Day with BAFTA Kids welcomed 1,000 pupils 
from 16 schools across London (11 from Haringey and 5 from surrounding boroughs). Hosted by Ed Petrie 
(All over the place) and Lindsey Russell (Blue Peter), the day was jam packed with inspirational BAFTA 
winning guests and activities showcasing careers within film and television. The day centred around iconic 
women in the industry to mark the centenary of female suffrage as well as the 60th anniversary of Blue 
Peter. 
To support teachers coming to the event, we produced a Teachers Pack and hosted a Meet & Greet on the 
6th June at BAFTA. Included within the pack was information about the day, historical information about 
the Park and Palace, and activities to be completed in the classroom in addition to health and safety 
information. Those that attended the Meet & Greet commented on how helpful it was to prepare for, and 
get a real understanding of, the day. 
Overall the day was a great success. We received a great deal of positive feedback from the teachers, 
students, and staff involved alongside suggestions for how to make the day even better for 2019. Feedback 
has shown that not only is it valuable for those attending, but also for the volunteers supporting the event. 
By partnering with BAFTA Kids our aim is to inspire young people to consider careers within the film and 
television industry, in a fun and unique way. 

Event Summary 
A number of changes were made to the delivery of the day based on feedback and comments from last 
year’s event. To assist with the delivery of the event the Palace recruited a team of 30 volunteers of whom 
all bar one were new additions to the team. In addition to recruiting through our website, volunteers also 
came from Volunteering Matters, Event Academy, and City & Islington College. Each school attending 
was allocated a volunteer who met them on arrival and supported them throughout the day. Other roles 
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included assisting with the class photos with the hosts and evaluating the day. 
Based on observations from last year it was decided that the whole group of children would remain as one 
for the entire day, and only move between two spaces. The day began in the West Hall with a 45 minute 
“Behind the Scenes” workshop with Ed and Lindsey including a history of children’s television and a 
Q&A. Presenter Naomi Wilkinson was also featured as a guest speaker to discuss her natural history 
programme. This was followed by another “Behind the Scenes” with some of the cast of Jamie Johnson 
demonstrating a football stunt. 
Pre-selected children from each school were invited to take to the stage to demonstrate their own attempt 
at the stunt. Before lunch the executive director from both Paddington films took to the stage to present 
and answer questions about the production of the films. This was done via roaming microphones thrown 
into the audience for children to catch. 
During lunch, a BAFTA musician played a medley of songs featured in the Greatest Showman (and other 
well-known classics) whilst some of the schools and performers had their photos taken with the “Ally 
Pally” letters. This was followed by a Music and Dance section including a “guess the song” quiz. The 
Calypso Band from the Paddington film played a couple of numbers on a small stage in the Great Hall 
while the school children were invited to surround the stage and learn a dance choreographed by Naomi 
Wilkinson (supported by twelve Year 7 students from Hornsey School for Girls). Following this a 
member of the production design team for the Paddington films delved into some of the creatives behind 
the film’s design and invited children to take part in a competition to design a new Paddington film 
poster. 
A comedy section marked the penultimate activity of the day with Ed presenting his background in stand-
up comedy and inviting pre-selected pupils to take to the stage and tell a joke. The day was rounded off 
with a grand finale with the hosts and all guest speakers back on stage alongside prize giving and “happy 
birthdays” played on the organ. 

 
School children from Haringey taking part in the Calypso Band dance during the Big Schools Day at Alexandra Palace 

 
Feedback from Participating Schools 
To fully understand the success of the event a number of different evaluation methods were used during 
the day, including on the day observations, informal interviews, a debrief with event staff, and feedback 
forms for teachers and volunteers. The data has been collated and some of the responses we have received 
are below 
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“Some of the skills I will use in the future are being creative, listening to other people’s ideas. 
I’ll put my hand up more. Listening carefully”. 
“The dancing was fun!” 
“We liked learning about behind the scenes at Paddington”. 
“We felt the dance was a very successful moment for all students there to be up and moving, trying 
to follow the choreography, so we would like to thank Naomi Wilkinson and the band for this 
opportunity”. 
“I really hope we get to do more together; this day was super” 
“Particular thanks to Lindsey Russell who was a fantastic role model for our young women” 
“What a day! Thank you so much for all your hard work” 

Feedback from Volunteers 
In terms of our volunteers, we aimed to offer opportunities to learn new, or hone existing, skills. We 
received an overwhelmingly positive response to our survey, in which volunteers highlighted that they 
appreciated all elements of their experience. Many remarked that one of the best learning experiences 
was being responsible for a large group of children (up to 120) and their accompanying adults. Many of 
them have said the experience will assist them in their employment search and would definitely consider 
volunteering again for the Palace. 

“Team working! It is incredible how much you feel part of something in these particular 
situations and how you feel good to be the piece of the puzzle that makes it possible!” 
“My volunteering experience has given me the knowledge, skills, and experience which will 
benefit my career”. 
“What I enjoyed the most was being part of such a friendly, fun, and supportive team”. 
“My volunteering experience has improved my communication skills”. 
“What I enjoyed the most has been to meet GREAT kids, teachers, and T.V presenters 
– thanks to all”. 

 
Comedy and the Grand Finale during the Big Schools Day at Alexandra Palace 
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Haringey Young Musicians - Texas Trip, February 2018 
Over the February half term, the Haringey Young Musicians Symphony Orchestra and Stage Band, as well 
as a group of dancers from Hornsey School for Girls, spent a very enjoyable week in Midland, Texas. We 
spent the week at Lee High School working with their teachers, musicians and dancers, which culminated 
in a joint concert at the end of the week. 
As well as lots of rehearsals and workshopping in school, 
we visited a candy factory and enjoyed a morning at the 
Petroleum Museum, as well as taking a day trip to Lubbock, 
visiting Texas Tech University and the Buddy Holly 
Museum. On the Thursday the group visited two elementary 
schools, Bowie and Fasken, giving performances which 
were very well received by the school children. We ate 
lunch with the children at Bowie and it was great to see our 
young people talking with them about their education and 
hobbies. 
Our final concert, shared with Lee High School Orchestra, 
was a great success. Councillor Stephen Mann, the Mayor of Haringey, gave presentations during the 
evening and exchanged gifts with Beau Garza, Corey Metcalf and Karen McAfee. Particular highlights 
from the evening were the dancers sparkling performance featuring the Haringey Young Musicians and 

Lee High orchestras. 
We were very honoured to share our experience 
with the Mayor of Haringey and his wife, and are 
grateful for all their support. The pupils all 
seemed to enjoy their experience. It was clear 
from some of the tearful farewells that the young 
musicians and dancers had made long-lasting 
friendships with their host families. 
A quote from the Mayor: 
“Over the years I have witnessed Haringey 

Young Musicians supporting our communities across Haringey as well as providing great entertainment 
through their performances and concerts. During my Mayoral year they have supported me and my work 
in raising awareness and funds for Mental Health and Wellbeing in 
Haringey. So it was a great honour and a privilege to be able to join the 
Haringey Young Musicians cultural exchange with Lee High School in 
Texas during February half term. It was a huge success with outstanding 
performances and the Young Musicians, their teachers and tutors and the 
dancers from Hornsey School for Girls were a credit to our Borough. 
The story of this cultural exchange started in June 2017 when the Lee 
High School young musicians from the City of Midland in Texas came to 
London to perform in a number of prestigious locations including 
Buckingham Palace and Southwark Cathedral. However, the terror 
attack on London Bridge led to a security shutdown and their 
performances were cancelled. When Peter Desmond, Head of Music and 
Performing Arts in Haringey heard about this he invited the young people 
from Texas to Haringey where performances were arranged. Concerts 
took place in a number of schools in the Borough and as a result Lee High 
School invited Haringey Young Musicians back to Texas to perform there. 
During our week in Texas I was able to give the Young Musicians my support as Mayor, accompanying 
their visits to schools and speaking about Haringey to audiences, families, teachers and students at the 
various schools. During the final joint concert with the Lee High School orchestra I gave presentations 
during the evening and exchanged gifts with Beau Garza, Director of Music at Lee High School. Beau 
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presented me with the flag of Texas in a presentation case that will take pride of place in my Mayor’s 
Parlour. 
The trip was a wonderful triumph that I and everyone on it will remember for the rest of our lives. The 
families of the Lee High School students invited our young people into their homes and into their hearts 
and showed us all great kindness and generosity. Out of a terror attack that sought to divide communities 
came an opportunity to show friendship which will endure.” 
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Highgate Wood School 
Ms Beth Eades, Teacher of Religion, Ethics and Philosophy, writes: 
I just wanted to say thank you very much for the Somerset Grant we were awarded last year. The money 
was used to buy kit for our World Challenge trip to India, and will continue to be used for many years to 
come. Please see attached some pictures of the bags in action, and a few others from our trip. 
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SPORT IN HARINGEY 
 
The Foundation provides funding to support a very wide range of sports activities across the Borough. Much of this is 
delivered through the Haringey Sports Development Trust and the Haringey School Sports Association and often 
culminates in annual competitions such as the London Youth Games and the London Schools Games. Here is a small 
selection of the many photos taken: 
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Special Somerset Awards 
 

Each year a number of Special Somerset Awards are made to especially talented young people in Haringey 
across a broad range of activities. 
 

Since 2017, Nadene Grimes has received support towards the cost of her Irish Dancing. In April 2018 she 
jumped 20 places in the world Championships making her the 10th highest ranking UK dancer in the world 
of Irish Dance. The following month, she became European Champion. On her 19th birthday in November, 
she became the Southern region Champion, scoring 500 from all 5 judges. Nadene has now qualified for 
the 2019 World Championships in North Carolina. 

 

_______________________________________________ 
 

Talented young musician, Joseph Oti (who has Asperger's Syndrome and related learning difficulties) received 
assistance with the costs of trumpet and harp tuition at the Centre for Young Musicians (CYM). In a separate 
Award, following a recommendation from the Head of the Haringey Music Service, Joseph also received 
assistance with the purchase of a suitable pair of instruments (Bach Bb Trumpet and a Flugelhorn) necessary 
for taking up his recently awarded place on the Jazz course at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama. He 
has sent this letter of thanks: 
 

Dear Trustees, I am writing to thank the Tottenham Grammar School Foundation for the financial support I have 
received this academic year (2017-18) for both music tuition at the Centre for Young Musicians and for the 
purchase of an instrument to support my further study at the Guildhall School of Music and beyond. 

I attended the Centre for Young Musicians for one year and was fortunate to be tutored by Shanti Jayasinha who 
along with Mr Desmond prepared me for my audition at Guildhall. I am confident that attending CYM provided 
me the additional time, support and experience necessary to prepare for the audition and ensure a successful 
outcome. I thoroughly enjoyed my time at CYM and my only regret is that I did not begin attending the centre 
earlier. As requested I have enclosed a copy of my report from CYM. 

I am also now in possession of what I consider to be a beautiful trumpet, which is perfect for my time of study in 
higher education. I am truly thankful to the Tottenham Grammar School Foundation for enabling this purchase to 
take place. I am working towards a successful career in music which I hope will also create opportunities for me to 
invest in the community in the future. Once again, thank you. 

Yours sincerely, Joseph Oti   
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Various Other Letters of Thanks: 
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